
















CSX Transportation 
500 Water Street, J150 
Jacksonville, FL 32202 

November 22, 2022 

Federal Railroad Administration 
Amit Bose, Federal Railroad Administrator 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

Mr. Bose, 

On behalf of CSX Transportation, I am writing in support of Hancock County Port and Harbor Commission’s (HCPHC) 
application for the Port Bienville Short Line Railroad (PBVR) Intermodal Expansion in Hancock County, Mississippi. 

Investment in transportation infrastructure grows the economy and affects quality of life. Port Bienville Railroad processes 
about 8,000 loaded rail cars a year for 16 port tenants that employ 600 people. The railroad connects Port Bienville 
Industrial Park to CSX Class I service.  

PBVR interchanges with CSX twice daily. The current facilities do not support multi-directional train blocking. All outbound 
shipments go to New Orleans, and all inbound shipments come from New Orleans. For instance, an outbound railcar 
destined for Mobile must first travel west to New Orleans before traveling back east to its destination. Inbound traffic to 
Port Bienville from the east also must travel past Port Bienville to New Orleans before coming back to the port for delivery. 
The extra shipping time to New Orleans increases freight rail congestion along the mainline, congestion in New Orleans’ 
Gentilly Yard and causes delivery delays. 

The proposed project will build a seven-track classification yard where railcars can be sorted and blocked for multi-
directional shipping. Upon completion, eastbound traffic will be sent east, and westbound traffic will be sent west. The 
improved facilities will reduce shipping times and reduce congestion along the mainline and in Gentilly Yard. 

The proposed project will also add storage track for 235 rail cars which will alleviate congestion, reduce unscheduled 
overtime and increase safety and efficiency at PBVR. 

The project has the full support of CSX Transportation and deserves full consideration and funding from the Consolidated 
Rail Infrastructure and Safety Improvements (CRISI) Program through the U.S. Department of Transportation. 

Sincerely, 

Tom Livingston  Tom Tisa 
VP Government Affairs Head of Business Development 



Inland Rivers, Ports and Terminals, Inc. 
4625 Lindell Boulevard,  

Suite 200 - #2179 
St. Louis MO 63108 

www.irpt.net 
 

Rediscover the strength of America’s Inland Rivers 
 
November 21, 2022 
 
Federal Railroad Administration 
Amit Bose, Federal Railroad Administrator 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Dear Mr. Bose, 
 
On behalf of Inland Rivers, Ports & Terminals, Inc. (IRPT), I am writing to voice our organization’s strong 
support of Hancock County Port and Harbor Commission’s (HCPHC) request for funding through the 
Consolidated Rail Infrastructure and Safety Improvements (CRISI) Program for the Port Bienville Short 
Line Railroad (PBVR) Intermodal Expansion in Hancock County, Mississippi.  
 
The project will also add a seven-track classification yard for blocking trains for multi-direction shipping 
which will reduce delivery delays. The tracks will also add storage for 235 cars which will alleviate 
congestion, reduce unscheduled overtime and increase safety and efficiency. To help support existing 
business and create new opportunities, the project will also add a truck-to-rail intermodal yard.  
 
Shipping by rail removes about three trucks from highways and roadways. Shipping by rail is safer, more 
efficient and more environmentally sustainable. Less trucks on the road improves air quality and reduces 
congestion with passenger vehicles. 
 
Investment in transportation infrastructure grows the economy and affects quality of life. Port Bienville 
Railroad processes about 8,000 loaded rail cars a year for 16 port tenants that employ 600 people.  
 
The Port Bienville Short Line Railroad Intermodal Yard Project in Hancock County, Mississippi, is an 
example of long-range planning to support existing tenants, attract new business, and relieve regional 
congestion. The project will grow economic activity and support high-paying jobs. The additional capacity 
and intermodal capabilities will not only expand economic opportunities for Hancock County, but also 
improve freight efficiency and resiliency for the entire region. 
 
Thank you in advance for your time and consideration. The strength and economic vitality of our region is 
supported by our goods transportation moving quickly and efficiently, and this grant will only serve to 
enhance South Mississippi, the State of Mississippi and the nation.  
 
Inland Rivers, Ports and Terminals, Inc. (IRPT) is a nationwide trade association composed of ports, 
terminals, users, and suppliers of the U.S. Inland Waterway system. IRPT promotes the use of our nation’s 
rivers as the most cost effective, and environmentally friendly form of transportation. I appreciate your time 
and thoughtful consideration of this funding application.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Aimee Andres 
Executive Director 

http://www.irpt.net/






American Short Line and Regional Railroad Association 
50 F Street NW, Suite 500 

Washington, DC 20001 
1 

 

 

 

November 28, 2022 

Amit Bose, Administrator 
Federal Railroad Administration 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Dear Administrator Bose, 
 
On behalf of the American Short Line and Regional Railroad Association, I am writing in support 
of Hancock County Port and Harbor Commission’s (HCPHC) application for the Port Bienville 
Short Line Railroad (PBVR) Intermodal Expansion in Hancock County, Mississippi. 
 
PBVR interchanges with CSX twice daily. The current facilities do not support multi-directional 
train blocking. All outbound shipments go to New Orleans, and all inbound shipments come 
from New Orleans. For instance, an outbound railcar destined for Mobile must first travel west 
to New Orleans before traveling back east to its destination. Inbound traffic to Port Bienville 
from the east also must travel past Port Bienville to New Orleans before coming back to the 
port for delivery. The extra shipping time to New Orleans unnecessarily increases freight rail 
congestion along the mainline and in New Orleans’ Gentilly Yard, and causes delivery delays. 
 
The proposed project would build a seven-track classification yard where railcars can be sorted 
and blocked for multi-directional shipping. Upon completion, eastbound traffic will be sent 
east, and westbound traffic will be sent west, as it should be. The improved facilities will reduce 
shipping times and reduce congestion along the mainline and in Gentilly Yard. 
 
The proposed project will also add storage track for 235 rail cars which will alleviate congestion, 
reduce unscheduled overtime, and increase safety and efficiency at PBVR. 
 
In our opinion, this project would be very deserving of funding from the CRISI Program.  
 
Sincerely, 

 

Chuck Baker 

President, ASLRRA  














